
 



  



  

WINGATE & FINCHLEY FC 

Company Name and Number: 
Wingate and Finchley Development 
Ltd, 6014465 
Ground: The Maurice Rebak Stadium, 
Summers Lane, Finchley, London N12 
0PD. Tel: 020 8446 2217 
Company Number: 6014465 
Training Ground: Barnet Lane, 
Barnet, EN5 2DN 
 
League Match Ticket Prices:  
£12 adults, £8 concession,  
£5 for ages 11-18, under 11 free 
 
Chairman & Owner: Aron Sharpe 
Vice Chairman: Nicky Rifat, Joe 
Sharpe 
President: Harvey Ackerman 
Life Vice President: David Ackerman 
Life Vice President: David Wolff 
Life Vice President: Peter Rebak 
Life Vice President: Steven Astaire 
Director: Paul Lerman 
Secretary: Andrew Kouroushi 
Finance: Liam Blaney 
 
First Team Manager: Ahmet Rifat 
First Team Coaches: Ruben Gaspar, 
Jonny Georgiou, Ricky Machel 
First Team Goalkeeping Coach: 
Gavin King 
First Team Physio: Israel Ozangbo 
 
Kit Manager: Peter Barker 
Head Groundsman: Andy Ward 
Welfare Officer: Jonny Georgiou 
Bar Manager: Lorraine Coleman 
Matchday Hospitality: Tony Ward 
Programme Editor: Joshua Palmer 

Hello and welcome to the Maurice 
Rebak Stadium! We hope that all 
associated with the club, the match 
officials and the staff, players and 
officials of Canvey Island enjoy their 
stay in N12 this afternoon! 
 
For the final time this season we have a 
home matchday. This year was another 
whirlwind campaign for the Blues, for 
much of the early stages we sought to 
emulate last seasons playoff campaign 
but unfortunately it was not to be. 
 
Our away trip to Essex to face Canvey 
came in only our second away game of 
the season. on Saturday 24th August we 
visited Park Lane where an Oladipo 
brace and a Deslandes strike gave us a 
3-2 win in front of a 304 strong crowd. 
 
Last season, we beat Canvey Island by 
a massive 6-2 scoreline on Saturday 
21st October 2023 before a 2-0 win 
away on Saturday 9th March 2024. 
 
Canvey are stuck in 17th place going 
into today’s round of fixtures. 
Mathematically they are unable to go 
down. Depending on todays results they 
could leapfrog Whitehawk into 16th or 
could drop as low as 18th dependent on 
Dulwich Hamlet’s result. 
 
Meanwhile, Wingate are in 11th place, 
too far ahead for 12th placed Folkestone 
Invicta to catch up, and could catch 
Cray Wanderers in 10th if results go 
favourably. 



  

CLUB NOTES 

Wingate and Finchley captain Billy 
Cracknell and Club Secretary Andrew 

Kouroushi 'marching' for Motor 
Neurone Disease charity 

Wingate and Finchley skipper Billy 
Cracknell and Club Secretary Andrew 
Kouroushi will be pulling on their walking 
boots and packing the blister plasters as 
they participate in the ‘March of the Day’ 
later this month. 
  
Wingate and Finchley skipper Billy 
Cracknell and Club Secretary Andrew 
Kouroushi will be pulling on their walking 
boots and packing the blister plasters as 
they participate in the ‘March of the Day’ 
later this month. 
  
The March, which takes place between 
21st and 23rd, sees five hundred walkers 
raising money for the Darby Rimmer 
MND Foundation, covering a route which 
runs from Ipswich Town to Wembley 
Stadium.  
  
The duo have already quadrupled their 
original fundraising target, but would be 
grateful for further donations, as every 
penny counts in fighting this awful 
disease. The Foundation has the 
following aims: 
  
- Raise awareness of MND 
- Support those families facing the MND 
battle 
- Fund important research into a cure 
  
If you'd like to donate, head HERE.  

*Article from Isthmian League website 

Padel courts coming to Summers 
Lane! 

 
We are excited to announce that, in 
partnership with Padel Tree, there will 
be Padel Courts opening at the Maurice 
Rebak Stadium in June 2025! 
 
This will be Padel Tree's second club in 
the capital, with five courts to be 
installed alongside the hallowed turf at 
the Maurice Rebak Stadium, to allow 
local residents in the Finchley area 
access to the fastest-growing sport in 
the UK. 
 
 
For more details please see 
https://www.padel-tree.com/ 
 
 

End of season 
The 2024/25 season has seen the 
Blues play 42 league games, 7 cup 
games and 9 friendlies, giving a total of 
58 first team fixtures, today being the 
last. We go again for 2025/26 
preseason in around 10 weeks time. 

Top scorers 2024/25 
Competitive first team games only. 
Total games: 41 league, 7 cup: 

 Lge Cup Tot. 

Obi 25 3 28 

Drakes-Thomas 5 3 8 

Lowe 6 1 7 

Frempah 6 0 6 

Georgiou 4 1 5 

Bello 5 0 5 

Restrepo 5 0 5 

Alexandrou 3 0 3 

Oladipo 3 0 3 

Newton 3 0 3 

Tanimowo 3 0 3 

Deslandes 2 0 2 

Briscoe 1 0 1 

Byron 1 0 1 

Charles-Cook 1 0 1 

Iontton 1 0 1 

Keller 1 0 1 

Osei 1 0 1 

Ward-Cochrane 1 0 1 

Watt 1 0 1 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/wingateandfinchleyfans?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=EM
https://padel-tree.com/


 

  
LEAGUE RESPECT STATEMENT 

“The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the Football 
Association’s statement that there should be a zero-tolerance 

approach against all forms of discrimination. Any inappropriate 
conduct toward others, including but not limited to that based on an 

individual’s sex, race, colour, weight, size, religion and belief, 
national origin, age, marital or domestic-partnership status, 

disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity or expression, will 
not be tolerated and will be reported to the relevant authorities. The 

Isthmian League and our Member Clubs are committed to promoting 
equity and equality by treating all people fairly and with respect, by 
recognising that inequalities may exist, by taking steps to address 

them and providing access and opportunities for all members of our 
communities.” 



 

  
A VIEW FROM AFAR 

For the final time this season, three statements concerning our 
opponents, this time Canvey Island, only one of which is true – but which 
is it? Answer at the foot of the column. 
 

• The Lobster Smack pub on Canvey Island is mentioned in Charles 
Dickens’ Great Expectations 

• Because of it’s low lying ground, Canvey Island was in the 1950’s 
considered as the British end of a proposed Channel Tunnel 

• Canvey Island was the home of Britain’s largest isolation hospital, 
during a severe TB epidemic between 1846 and 1855 

 
 
And so we come to the end of another season. Sadly, for us, there will be no 
play-offs to look forward to this year, nor a trip to Wembley for Non-League 
Finals Day (or the FA Cup Final, for that matter). Thus, attention will be turning 
towards summer holidays, awaiting the publication of next season’s fixtures 
and that opening day in August, when all hopes are valid (for at least the first 
few minutes). 
 
The Lady Wife and I will be absent from the Maurice Rebak this afternoon, but 
will be eagerly attempting to follow the progress of the game from somewhere 
between the cities of Khiva and Bukhara. Now, I know that the patrons of 
Summers Lane are an intellectual group (as are all visitors from Canvey 
Island, of course), well versed in the geography of Central Asia, but just in 
case somebody unexpected has wandered in, for example a West Ham 
supporter, I shall clarify. 
 
These are two of the many cities that developed along the Silk Road in what 
is now Uzbekistan. Your second quiz question of the day concerns that 
country, which is one of only two double landlocked countries in the world. 
What is the other? Once more, answer at the end of the feature. 
 
The last time we were tracking a result from an exotic location was, strangely, 
the corresponding fixture last season. On a trip around Jordan (no, not her 
sir), we had just checked into the Holiday Inn, Dead Sea. There was fierce 
security and our bag set off an alarm in the scanner. ‘Do you have 
binoculars?’, asked the guard, somewhat bizarrely. I had, in the side pocket 
of a rucksack and for some reason was obliged to hand them in for the 
duration of our stay. ‘You can go now’, he said, so we did, completely 



  
A VIEW FROM AFAR 

forgetting that the Lady Wife’s binoculars were still in the bag! So there’s a tip 
for you. 
 
Anyway, on reaching our room the first action, of course, was to tune into 
events in the Isthmian League. It was 1-1 at half time, but as we enjoyed a cup 
of tea on the balcony while gazing across to the Promised Land, the phone 
started to ping. By the time we wandered down for dinner, to enjoy our first 
glass of wine for a week, the game had finished. Our fellow travellers were 
exhilarated to learn that we had managed a 6-2 victory, (or so they pretended 
– one of them had admitted to being a Chelsea supporter). 
 
So, as we draw the curtain on the 2024/25 season and say a big thank you to 
the players, the directors, the volunteers and all of the fans for making this 
such a good place to spend a couple of hours, may I also offer a hope that a 
similar result might be achieved? If so, there will be a whole lot of Uzbeks, a 
party of British tourists and (possibly just the two of us, in reality), raising a 
glass of green tea – it’s the national drink, apparently – in the deserts of 
Central Asia. 
 
 
Which statement is correct?  
It’s the Lobster Smack in Great Expectations. The other two statements are 
total nonsense. 
The other double landlocked country is, of course….Liechtenstein 
 
 
 By Peter Brown 



 

 

  

WINGATE & FINCHLEY CLUB HISTORY 

Wingate and Finchley Football club can trace its roots back to the formation of Finchley 
Football Club in 1874 making it one of the oldest clubs in the country. Founded by Pa 
Jackson, who also was instrumental in the creation of the Corinthians, The London 
Football Association as well as later serving as secretary of the FA, Finchley became 
founder members of the Athenian League in 1912 after spells in the London League 
and North London League. They finished fourth in the maiden season, higher than such 
luminaries as Grays Athletic, Chelmsford City and Enfield. 
 
However their stay was cut short due to the onset of World War One and they would 
only return for a lone season in 1929 before returning to the London League and forging 
success. The club’s first piece of silverware was won during the 1934-1935 season 
when the League Cup was captured, with the taste of achievement forming Finchley 
went on to win the London League in 1936-1937 before World War Two scuppered their 
winning streak. 
 
It was immediately after the conflict that saw Major Harry Sadow, Frank Davis, George 
Hyams and Asher Rebak form a Jewish Football Club believing the field of play was a 
ground of battling the ignorance of anti-Semitism. So in 1946 Wingate Football Club 
began life in the Middlesex Senior League. The club was named after General Orde C. 
Wingate who despite not being Jewish himself oversaw the creation of the Israeli Army 
during the Second World War. The club enjoyed early success and by 1952 they were 
promoted to the London League. 
 
Meanwhile Finchley, back in the Athenian League, were in the middle of their glory 
years with the 1952-1953 season proving to be the pinnacle. That year saw their 
progression to the Third Round Proper of the FA Cup. Defeated along the way were 
Chelmsford City, Kidderminster Harriers (1-0 at Aggborough) and Crystal Palace (3-1 
at Summers Lane) before the Finches were finally beaten 2-0 at Gay Meadow against 
Shrewsbury Town. 
 
Despite an Amateur Cup semi-final appearance, losing to bitter local rivals Hendon at 
Highbury in 1965, a sense of decline was starting to emerge. A switch to the Isthmian 
Premier League failed to stop the halt, and in 1980-81 Finchley were relegated to the 
second division. 
 
Wingate by now had become a senior club and were competing in the Athenian League. 
Many players had become members of the Middlesex FA representative side and also 
partook on behalf of Great Britain in the Maccabiah Games. Disaster struck though in 
1972 when their Hall Lane ground in Hendon was lost to the M1 extension and despite 
a short ground share with Finchley FC the club reverted to junior football. 
Wingate finally returned to the senior game with a brief merger with Leyton FC. This 
partnership proved to be unsuccessful and despite a 1984-1985 League Cup victory, 
ironically defeating Finchley in the final, both clubs went their separate ways. 
 
In 1991 with Finchley struggling in the Isthmian League Second Division and with 
mounting debts it was announced that a merger with Wingate would take place in the 



 

  WINGATE & FINCHLEY CLUB HISTORY 

summer. After extensive refurbishment and a name change of the Summers Lane 
ground in honour of long time Wingate supporter Harry Abrahams, Wingate and 
Finchley took to the field for the start of the 1991-1992 season. 
 
Success was immediate and despite starting life in the South Midlands League the 
club were quickly competing in the Isthmian League and by season 2003-2004 were 
members of the newly formed Division One North. 
In recent seasons the club has continued its growth. A brief flirtation with the Southern 
League was shortly followed by the arrivals of Manager Michael Stone and Chairman 
Aron Sharpe. Now back in the Isthmian League a youthful squad achieved seventh 
position in the First Division North in the 2008-2009. 
 
Stone sadly left the club in 2009 after being offered the post of Assistant Manager at 
Conference giants Rushden and Diamonds. The club’s first team manager in time for 
the start of the 2009/10 season was former Oswestry Town manager and Total Network 
Solutions Llansantffraid midfielder David Norman. At the end this season the Club 
finished in a record high position of 3rd in the Ryman Division One North, mainly thanks 
to a record run of 17 matches without defeat from the turn of the year, a run which 
included 13 wins. The Club reached the playoffs but lost out to Enfield Town in the 
semi-final 3-2 in an incredible match. This paved the way for what was to be a 
monumental and unforgettable 2010/11 season. 
 
The Club was quickly becoming the most progressive non-league club in the area, 
thanks to Sharpe’s focus on youth development. Bobby Aisien had progressed from 
Hadley Wood and Wingate to earn professional contracts, and in 2011 over 20 of the 
U16-18 age group represented their County. Six boys at U16’s were given scholarships 
with pro sides and the club developed into a community club with a Mencap disability 
initiative, work with schools, and it entered its fourth year of the Flex educational 
scheme. 
 
A consistent league season for the First Team saw the side match their previous 3rd 
place league finish and earn a second crack at the playoffs. In the semi-final Harlow 
Town were beaten 4-2 after extra time, and promotion to the Ryman premier Division 
was won with a 118th minute winner over Brentwood Town in extra time of the final - 
The Blues winning 3-2 on their home turf. 
 
This victory was the middle leg of a remarkable and unique Treble. Earlier that season 
the club had lifted the Ryman League Cup having beaten Dulwich Hamlet 2-0 at Imber 
Court, and London Senior Cup success was to follow shortly afterwards when Hendon 
were convincingly beaten 3-1 in the final. 
 
Success flowed throughout the Club this year, with the youth teams also building on 
their previous season's work as they progressed superbly. The U18's won the 
Middlesex County Cup, and at U15 level the League Title and three Cup trophies 
followed (two County cups and the League cup). Even the Under 10's were getting in 
on the action as they lifted the Spring Cup! 



 

  

The first season in the Ryman Premier Division in 2011/12 saw the side secure safety 
in this new level with a comfortable mid-table finish, ending up closer to the playoffs 
than from relegation. The final third of the season saw breakthroughs for youth players 
Liron Mannie and David Smouha who both played big roles in the first team squad. 
Meanwhile there was huge cup success at youth level yet again; The Under 18's won 
the AFA Cup, beating Valley Park after extra time, as well as the London County Cup. 
The Under 17's won a double as they beat Thurrock in the EJA League Cup final to add 
to their earlier AFA Cup success having beaten Bethwin 8-1! The Under 16's also got in 
on the action securing their AFA Cup title beating Woodford FC, which they added later 
on securing their EJA (Herts) League title. 
 
Success of the youth sides prompted three players - Ross Weinreb, Nathan Sollosi and 
Joe Sharpe - to earn selection to the Great Britain Maccabi Team for the world games 
in Israel during July 2013. Meanwhile the Barnet Mencap disability sides grew in 
strength as they entered the fourth season with the club, with three sides now 
competing in the Camden Step Leagues. The year ended on a high as McDonalds 
joined in lucrative sponsorship deal. 
 
The following season, 2012-13, was a difficult one for the first team. Early season poor 
form led to the departure of Norman in November as ex-Northwood boss Gary Meakin 
came in. The Club flirted with relegation all season until a momentous 3-2 victory over 
Lowestoft two days before the final day secured survival. However Norman rejoined 
the Club in the summer as Director of Football, as veteran defender Daniel Nielsen 
was put in place as Head Coach. Meanwhile a new Under 21 Development squad was 
set up to compete in the inaugural Ryman U21 League. 
 
There was continual success for the youth sides. The U17's added the London County 
Cup to an earlier EJA league title, the EJA cup and the AFA cup. These were also 
followed up with the League Regional Playoff title. The U16's won two cups in this 
season, the EJA and AFA trophies. 
 
In 2014 the side faced another relegation fight in the league, which was lost on goal 
difference on the final day of the season despite a 5-0 victory over Billericay Town. 
However, when Worksop Town pulled out of the Southern League due to financial 
problems, Wingate & Finchley were the first in line to earn the reprieve back to the 
Ryman Premier Division. 
 
The 2014-15 season resulted in a record finish of 12th place in the Ryman Premier 
League, and at the end of the season Norman departed, to be replaced by Simon Lane 
as Director of Football. However for the start of 2016 he was replaced by former 
Northern Ireland International Keith Rowland and the side finished in a stable 13th 
position. In August 2016 the stadium at Summers Lane was re-named after Wingate 
FC co-founder Maurice Rebak who had passed away in February of that year aged 95. 
 

WINGATE & FINCHLEY CLUB HISTORY 
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The 2016-17 season saw the club set a new record, finishing in 5th place in the Ryman 
Premier League and qualifying for the end of season playoffs. A last-minute defeat at 
Bognor Regis Town in the semi-final ended the season, but this was a magnificent 
achievement and saw the Blues win the League's Team Performance of the Year 
Award. 
 
A ninth-place finish followed in 2017-18 as the Blues narrowly missed out on a 
second successive play-off berth. There was success for the Under 23 side who won 
the Isthmian Development League North Division at a canter. Over the summer the 
Club embarked on an extensive state-of-the-art refurbishment of the stadium, for 
the first time since 1991’s merger, giving the clubhouse a much-welcomed overhaul 
and making the stadium one of the most impressive in non-league football. 
 
The subsequent three seasons saw a period of uncertainty both on and off the pitch, 
with short management stints for ex England International Nicky Shorey, ex Premier 
League stalwart Glen Little and ex West Ham Academy and Wingate & Finchley 
favourite Steve Clarke, followed by two null and void seasons under the stewardship 
of Spencer Knight due to the COVID pandemic. However, during this period there 
were still many successes, including U18s winning County Cup in consecutive 
seasons and the London Champion of Champions trophy, U23 Development Squad 
being victorious in Herts League Cup fielding a squad largely made up of Under 18s, 
while both U13s and U12s secured League Titles. 
 
In the summer of 2021, Club legends Ahmet Rifat (Director of Football) and Marc 
Weatherstone (Manager) were appointed as a new Management Team after nearly 
1000 first team appearances between them. Later in the 2022/23 season Ahmet Rifat 
was to take sole charge.  
 
Season 2024/24 will go down on record as one of our finest if not the finest. Finishing 
in 4th position with a record hall of 76 points and scoring 78 goals. Ahmet Rifat’s 
charges made it to the play offs on the last day of the season with a 3-0 win over 
Carshalton.  
 
We faced local rivals Enfield Town in the play off Semi finals at the QE II Stadium. We 
narrowly lost a very tight match 1-0 in front of a crowd of 2,225 that night. A fine 
season was ended, but what memories it brought.  
 
What does 2024/25 hold, a new revamped side, and a manager and coaching squad 
with that extra years experience. Looking forward to the journey. 



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



  



 

 

  The Club was founded in 1926, but unfortunately most of the early records of the Club were 
lost in the devastating East Coast floods of 1953. The Club were very successful during their 
days in the local leagues, winning many cups and league championships in the process. 
During these years, the club appointed Denis Neville as manager, his first job after leaving his 
position as the Dutch National Team manager. 

However, the club had drifted away towards the end of the 1980’s, and the very existence of 
Canvey Island FC was in serious doubt. When it looked as though the end was near, local 
businessman and former Canvey player Jeff King took over as manager, as well as helping to 
generate funds to take the club forward. 

Canvey the enjoyed a meteoric rise up the football pyramid, the success starting in 1993 where 
The Gulls won the Essex Senior League and reached the semi-final of the FA Vase. 

The Club then gained promotion to the Isthmian League in 1994 and won promotion from 
Division Three and Division Two in successive seasons. In 1995/96 after beating Conference 
team Hednesford Town in the FA Cup they reached the First Round Proper and drew 2-2 with 
Football League team Brighton & Hove Albion at Park Lane in front of a then ground record 
crowd of 3,400. The replay was lost at Brighton in front of a crowd of over 7,000. As well as 
winning Division Two the team were also winners of the Carlton Trophy and Thames-side 
Trophy. 

The season 1998/99 was yet another exciting one for the supporters as the Club won the 
Division One championship and the Essex Senior Cup, beating Leyton Orient in the final. 
Season 1999/2000 was the Club's first season in the Premier Division of the Ryman League 
and they finished a very creditable fifth in the League and retained the Essex Senior Cup, 
defeating Purfleet in the Final. 

The following season had seen the team win the FA Trophy by beating Forest Green Rovers 1-0 
in the final in front of over 10,000 people at Villa Park and thousands more watching live on 
television. To win the FA Trophy they had to beat four Conference League teams in succession 
- Stevenage Borough, Telford United, Chester City (over two legs) and Forest Green. 

Earlier in the season the Club had another great FA Cup run and after beating Braintree Town, 
King's Lynn and Cambridge City they were drawn against Port Vale from the Second Division of 
the Football League. In an exciting match at Park Lane they drew 4-4 after being 4-2 down with 
only two minutes left to play. However, even better was to follow as they went to Port Vale and 
beat them 2-1 after extra time. 

They were then drawn at home to Football League neighbours Southend United. To 
accommodate the number of people wishing to see the game, Canvey agreed to transfer the 
match to Southend's Roots Hall ground. A capacity crowd of 11,400 people saw the game, with 
record gate receipts for a game at Southend, and Canvey were narrowly beaten.  

These tremendous cup runs took their toll in the League. With a large number of matches being 
postponed on opponents’ grounds because of waterlogged pitches, it meant they had to 
complete the season with ten league games in fifteen days and consequently dropped points 
that may have taken them to the league title and a place in the Conference League. However, 

CANVEY ISLAND CLUB HISTORY 



 

  

it was still a fine performance to finish runners-up in their second season in the Premier Division. 

The Club had enjoyed a then record-breaking season the following year when they reached the 3rd  
Round Proper of the FA Cup for the first time. On the way they beat five teams including two from 
the Second Division of the Football League, Wigan Athletic at the JJB Stadium, and Northampton 
Town in front of a full house at Park Lane and five million television viewers on 'Match of the Day 
Live'. Burnley finally knocked them out in a memorable game at Turf Moor.  

They finished runners-up in the Ryman Premier League, despite winning thirty games and scoring 
108 goals, and in defending the FA Trophy the team had a fine run before narrowly losing away to the 
eventual winners, Yeovil Town. The team did, however, end the season with silverware when winning 
the Essex Senior Cup, beating Dagenham & Redbridge in the final. 

Canvey had another fine League season the previous year, finishing runners-up in the Ryman 
Premier League. Although this was another superb performance, finishing thirteen points clear of 
the third placed club, it was tinged with disappointment as it was the third season running the Club 
had finished runners-up in their quest to reach the Conference League. Towards the end of the 
season the Club had a ground record attendance of 3,553 when playing the eventual champions 
Aldershot Town in a midweek League game. However, the disappointment was a mark of how far the 
Club had progressed over the last decade, since winning the Essex Senior League. 

The next season saw Canvey reach the goal they had been working towards for the previous four 
years, as they won the Ryman Premier League by a margin of nineteen points. Canvey also reached 
the FA Trophy final and the 1st Round of the FA Cup. The League was clinched at Easter with seven 
games still to play and the team finally finished with a total of 104 points. The FA Trophy run included 
wins over Conference teams Farnborough Town and Telford United, in the two-legged semi-final, 
before losing 3-2 in an exciting final at Villa Park against Hednesford United. After a fine run in the 
FA Cup the team was narrowly beaten at home 3-2 by Third Division neighbours Southend United, 
after a 1-1 draw at Roots Hall. 

Canvey’s first season in the Conference they finished in 18th position in the League table, achieving 
their initial aim of consolidation. The season started well with a draw at Carlisle United, in front of a 
7,000 crowd, on the opening day and just one defeat in the first seven games, against the eventual 
champions Barnet. After this the Club lost some key players through injury for several months and 
struggled in the middle part of the season but came back strongly at the end to seal their status for 
a second season. 

The following season saw the club achieve its highest ever league position, as they earned a 
respectable 14th place. However, the lack of success compared to previous seasons had taken its 
toll on the attendances, so much so that Jeff King made the decision to withdraw his financial and 
footballing interests from the club. However, the supporters of the club rallied together to allow the 
team to continue playing the following year in the Ryman League Division 1 North. 

John Batch take over as manager for the 2006/07 campaign, with his reserve side from the previous 
season making up the bulk of the squad. A learning curve for all concerned very nearly ended up in 
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promotion, though The Gulls narrowly missed out on a play-off place, finishing 6th on the last day 
of the season. 

Canvey went one better the following season, gaining promotion to the Ryman Premier League 
through the play-offs. A run of 5 wins from our final 6 games earned us a place in the play-offs, and 
after beating AFC Sudbury away 3-2 after extra time, The Gulls travelled to Redbridge for the final. 
After the match finished 1-1 after extra time, Canvey won a nail-biting penalty shootout 5-4 to earn 
promotion. During this season, Canvey also knocked out Ryman Premier League side Maidstone 
United from the FA Trophy, and reached the final of the Essex Thameside Trophy. 

Manager John Batch stood down in January 2012, with the club lying in 10th place in the Ryman 
Premier League, with first team coach Glen Alzapiedi stepping up to take over as manager. He 
guided the club to lift the Essex Senior Cup for the first time in a decade with a 1-0 victory against 
League One side Colchester United at Thurrock FC's Ship Lane. Having defeated another Football 
League side, Dagenham & Redbridge, on penalties in the semi-finals, a headed goal from Rob King 
with 7 minutes to play won Canvey the cup without having conceded a goal throughout the 
competition. 

Alzapiedi left the club in July 2012 and was replaced by former-Canvey captain Steve Tilson, who 
five years previously was managing in the Championship with Southend United. Tilson’s reign only 
lasted one season before he was replaced with another ex-Canvey player in Danny Heale. 

After staying up on the last day of the season in 2015. Canvey were relegated on the same day of the 
following season for the first time due to league position in 19 years. The club's first season in the 
Bostik North nearly ended in an immediate return, reaching the play-off final but losing 3-1 away to 
Haringey Borough. 

The Gulls picked up their first piece of silverware in six years ahead of the 2018/19 season, beating 
reigning Bostik North champions AFC Hornchurch 2-1 to win the Isthmian Charity Shield. 

Former-Southend United and Gillingham played Mark Bentley took over as manager in October 
2018. After finishing 9th in the Isthmian Division One North in his first season, his next two seasons 
were cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

However, the 2020/21 season did turn out to be a memorable one, with Bentley leading the Gulls 
into the 2nd Round Proper of the FA Cup. Wins against Ware, Dereham Town, Biggleswade, Bedfont 
Sports and Cray Wanderers earned Canvey an away tie against higher-division Banbury United in 
the 1st Round. Live on BBC television, goals from Conor Hubble and Elliott Ronto saw Canvey 
progress 2-1 and land a home tie against National League outfit Boreham Wood. 

 
With a home match against Millwall the reward, Canvey were beaten 3-0 at Park Lane. However, 
much-needed television revenue was brought thanks to the match being shown live on BT Sport. 
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Manager Mark Bentley stepped down from his role in October 2021 with the club top of the Isthmian 
League North, leaving to join the new first team coaching team at Southend United. Assistant 
manager Brad Wellmen stepped up into the role, assisted by coach Sammy Knott. 

Wellmen and Knott achieved a second-place finish, earning qualification into the play-offs. A 3-1 
win at home to Felixstowe & Walton United in the semi-final setup a final at Park Lane against 
Brentwood Town. In front of a crowd of 2,532, Canvey fell behind early but levelled before the break 
through Matthew Price. The two sides could not be separated after 120 minutes, meaning that 
promotion would be decided on penalties. Brentwood failed to convert two of their spot kicks, while 
Canvey scored all four of theirs to spark wild celebrations. 

 
The following season back in the Isthmian Premier saw Canvey involved in a late title charge, where 
they were eventually made to settle for 3rd. In the playoffs, they were narrowly defeated by eventual 
winners Aveley. The 23/24 season saw the club finish 14th after a campaign wrought with injuries in 
the squad, though they managed a derby 'double double' over local rivals Concord Rangers and 
Billericay Town for the first time in over a decade. 

 

CANVEY ISLAND CLUB HISTORY 



 



  



 

 

Theo Alexandrou 
Ore Bello 

Tyrece Briscoe 
Toby Byron 

Billy Cracknell 
Jaiden Drakes-Thomes 

Daniel Emovon 
Ben Frempah 

Rhamar Garrett-Douglas 
Charlie Grainger (GK) 

Fergal Hale-Brown 
Loic Hernandez 
Arthur Iontton 

Cain Keller 
Ryan Lowe 

Zack Newton 
Ogo Obi 

Camilo Restrepo 
Tommy Roberts 
Ayo Tanimowo 

Ben Watt 
Bobby Webb 

 

Emmauel Adebiyi 
Jaden Crowhurst 

Finlay Dorrell 
Jed Ejjayha 

Darren Foxley 
Kane Gilbert 
Mason Hall 
Chris Harris 

Connor Hubble 
Elliott Johnson 
Florian Katrati 

Bobby Mason (GK) 
Ollie Parsons 
Elliott Ronto 
Bradley Sach 
Jamie Salmon 
Tobi Tinubu 

Jimmy Wallace 

Manager: Ahmet Rifat 
Coaches: Ricky Machel, Ruben Gaspar, Jonny Georgiou 

Goalkeeping Coach: Gavin King 
Physio: Israel Ozangbo 

Kit Manager: Pete Barker 

NEXT UP IN N12: 
See you in July! Pre-season and 2025/26 
fixtures to be announced in due course 

MATCH OFFICIALS 
Referee: Daniel Malyon 
Assistants: Danny Ing, Tom Lathey  

Managers: Brad Wellmen 
Assistant Manager: Sammy Knott 

Coach: Stacey Shave 
Physio: Amy Rogers 


